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December 14,z0ffi.

MEMORANDUM

TO:

FROM:

Administrators of Licensed Facilities and Activities

SUBJECT: Provider-Wide Exception

In Departmental regulations refening to a licensed nurse, r.e., Registered Nurse (RN),
Licensed Practical Nurse (LPN), the term 'licensed' indicates that nurses providing
nursing care to residents, patients, or clients of a facility or activity shall be currently
licensed by the South Carolina Board of Nursing.

The Nurse Licensure Compact Act became law on May 26, 2005, and allows the South
Carolina State Board of Nursing to enter into a multi-state nurse licensure compact for
registered nurses and licensed practical nurses. The Act establishes relationships
between participating states in the areas of jurisdiction, discipline, and information
sharing for licensed nurses. The full text of this act can be viewed on the South
Carolina Legislature Online Web site:

I http : //www. scstatehouse. neUsess 1 1 6_2005-2006/bi | | s/3 1 42. htm ].

Subject to certain conditions, the Nurse Licensure Compact Act allows a registered
nurse or licensed practical nurse who is licensed in a Compact state to practice across
state lines in another Compact member state without having to obtain a license in the
other member state. The Compact does not include Advanced Practice Registered
Nurses (APRN): Certified Registered Nurse Anesthetists (CRNA), Gertified Nurse
Midwives (CNM), Nurse Practitioners (NP) or Clinical Nurse Specialist (CNS).

Therefore, in the interest of establishing reasonable standards that can be met by
providers and which do not compromise the health and well-being of the individuals of
these facilities and activities, it has been determined that an alternative standard will be
considered as acceptable.
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All licensed facilities and ac*ivities will be required to meet the standards outlined in the
relevant licensing regulations regarding the employment of licensed nurses, or, as an
alternative:

An individual licensed as a regrsfered nurse or licensed practical nurse who resides in
another sfafe that has been granted multi-state licensing privileges by the Soufh
Carolina Board of Nursing may practice nursing in any facility or activity licensed by the
Department subject to the provisions and conditions as indicated in the Nurse Licensure
Compact Aci FacilitieslActivities musf comply with all other elements of the lirensing
regulations related to registered nurses and licensed practical nurses.

This exception applies to licensing standards for any facility or activity licensed by the
Department that refer to registered nurses or licensed practical nurses. This exception
relates solely to South Carolina licensing standards. Any adverse condition(s) that may
be related to this exception may result in revocation of the exception by the Department.

lf there are any questions regarding the exception, please contact Randy Clark or
Shelton Elliott of the Division of Health Licensing at (803) 5/'54230. Specific questions
concerning the Nurse Licensure Compact Act, should be directed to the South Carolina
Board of Nursing at (803) 8964550 or see their web site:

I http://www. I lr. state. sc. us/pol/nursing/ ].
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cc: C. Earl Hunter, Commissioner, DHEC
Pam Dukes, DHEC
Randy Clark, DHEC
Shelton Elliott, DHEC
Bob Barnwell, R.N., DHEC
Nancy Layman, DHEC
Karen Price, DHEC
Joan Bainer, South Carolina Board of Nursing


